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As a consequence of the resumption of hostilities
between France and England the India Company
saw itself menaced; the French possessions at Chan-
dernagor, Pondichery and Mahe had to sustain
violent conflicts. Dupleix' and La Bourdonnais*
heroism made up for the lack of military and
financial resources and the carelessness of Louis
XV s ministers who had their eyes on the Rhine
and who, apart from that, had no other means of
immediate action. To judge Louis XV* s govern-
ment one must understand the methods of colo-
nisation in practice in the XVIIIth century; by so
doing one avoids making undeserved reproaches.

The India Company was composed of merchants
and financiers, and their aim was the exploitation
of rich territories and the improvement of pros-
perous lands. They wanted to gain wealth, curtail
their expenses, increase the financial yield of their
plantations; they had no desire whatever for noble
or disinterested works. Vast areas came within
their sway, and they administered justice there,
supported an army, offered certain advantages to
the colonists, and enjoyed complete freedom of
action.

Nevertheless the India Company fell under the
king's suzerainty; he controlled its administration,
supplied functionaries, and defended it in case of war.
There was an undercurrent of hostility towards
the merchants and men appointed by the Versailles
cabinet; some were concerned only with their own
interests and their prospects were mercenary
and limited. The rest had modern, daring,